CAT'S CRADLE IS ONE OF THE OLDEST GAMES IN THE
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WORLD

Anthropologists have found that children play cat's cradle in almost every country in the

world, by no means excepting the South Sea Islands, Africa and Australia.   This Kiwai

lad lives beside the Fly River in New Guinea among some of the wildest savages in the

world; but he knows several intricate forms of the game.

"tuhukas," belonged to a guild of a most
exclusive kind and ranked next to the
chiefs. At festivals an assembly used to
be held that was much in the nature of a
country fair. People came in from great
distances to feast and make merry, and
be tattooed, or to have repairs done
to their previously decorated skins.
Often the full adornment of a man was
not complete until his thirtieth year.

Under  French  rule,  however, tattooing
has been stopped.

In the Marquesas Islands the "tapu"
convention has ever been strong. A
tapu (from which we get our word
"taboo") is a prohibition. For reasons
often of mysterious origin, it was tapu
for a woman to enter a canoe, to wear red
or dark blue, to smoke inside a house or
to -carry a mat upon the head, and so on.
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